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PRIDE OF PLACE 
AN EXHIBITION BY 18 GAY CANADIAN ARTISTS 
for TORONTO PRIDE and WORLD PRIDE 2014 
                  
PRIDE OF PLACE June 18-28  
A group show to celebrate WORLD PRIDE and the multicultural mosaic of Toronto, PRIDE OF PLACE is a 
collection of thought-provoking, sensual and otherworldly artworks by 18 gay Canadian artists 
 
1. MARNI GROSSMAN       Inside Out      $1450 
 

Marni launched a career in the film and television industry in 1979 and has amassed 35 years of experience, 
credits and respected reputation. In 2003, Grossman traveled to West Africa to photograph a group of 
drummers and there she turned her camera towards the extraordinary she found in ordinary life.  
 

Marni photographs not just with her eyes but also instinctively from her heart, and with a desire to preserve in 
the frame as well as in the landscape –the tenuous magnificence of places where not many people get to walk. 
 
2. PHILIP CAIRNS         Singer With Green Hair    $525 
 

Philip is an actor/writer/visual artist from Toronto. He has exhibited in numerous solo and group exhibitions 
across Canada.  
 

His work is all about colour: many, many layers of thin colour, which makes them very rich and intense and 
look very simple but, in fact, the work is rather complex. 
 
3. SAMANTHA BLANCHETTE       feelseefeel     $3000 
 

Samantha Blanchette is from Birmingham, Winnipeg & Toronto. Light/Shadow and all the shades in between 
move me to pick up my camera.   
 

Experiencing and participating in the world around you connects us -within the ordinary... lies the extraordinary. 
 
4. LUCY SNYDER         What You See     $800 
 

Lucy Snyder is an animation director whose work spans the gamut from Claymation, stop-motion, and flash 2D 
to Computer animation and graphics. 
 

She has worked on feature films, television series and commercials.   
How do we see truth -do we look at images and attach our own narrative to them, or do we really "see" what is 
in front of us? 
 
5. ALLEN SHUGAR         Boys Across the Bay    $2800 
 

Allen Shugar is a Toronto-born artist who has been painting since his teen years -working primarily in oil on 
canvas. He has also made a specialty of reverse-painting on glass, and is currently the curator of Urban Gallery. 
 

The artist seeks to redress the imbalance in western art that saw the female image come to predominate and 
become the ideal and only gender thought "proper" to be represented in an erotically charged fashion. 
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6. DAVID BATEMAN       Pride Of Poodles    $625 
 

David Bateman is a visual artist and performance poet.   
 

 “Having always identified with poodles, I find they give form and vitality to my fractured sense of queer 
identity.” 

7. KENT BRIDGES        Diverse City      $475 
 

Kent Bridges studied Print Making and Art History at University of Saskatchewan. He combines a love of 
architecture, pop and modern art into graphic works that represent urban or rural landscapes. 
 

Diverse City is a piece that combines the Pride colors with an evening streetscape to represent the myriad of 
people living in an urban environment. 
 
8. BILL BISSETT             All There Is     $1100 
 

Bill Bissett was born on Lunaria some 400 years ago, and was sent to Earth on the first children’s shuttle, 
landed in Halifax, moved to Vancouver -then London, Ontario where he was part of Luddites alternative rock 
band, then Toronto where he is poet in residence at Workman Arts. He has shown his paintings at The Secret 
Handshake Art Gallery. 
 

 “Painting releases me from me for the good of my soul in my life” 
 
9. KHAT KARIM         Dancing Queens     $1500 
 

Khat is a 36 year old aspiring artist from Milton, Ontario and acrylic abstract form is her expressive outlet. She 
prefers to use her hands to channel her energy onto the canvas rather than using a brush. 
 

Each painting is one of a kind and never duplicated, as each feeling and emotion is unique to every experience. 
 
10. BRIAN BANTUGAN       Man-Made     $1250 
 

Brian Bantugan has a career in higher education teaching, social research, creative and technical writing, and 
visual design. He has published three academic books and shown in several group shows in Toronto and the 
first NXNE art exhibition. 
 

"Man-made" is a visual commentary on the value associated with the size of someone's genitals, otherwise 
termed as "manhood" in some conservative cultures, and critiques the idea of identity being made synonymous 
with -and limited to- one's sexual activity, such as the "homosexual." 
 
11, 12, 13. RYAN CARLETON  Untitled 11, 12 & 13       $1000 each 
                     $2700 for triptych 
 

Born 1967 Toronto, self-taught. Works consist of expressionistic portraits constructed from various materials.   
 

 “I like to create on instinct, bringing new life and light into my projects 
-different mediums allow me to express different ideas”      
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14. CLAUDE MARTEL        Cube      $750 
 

Claude Martel is a visual artist exploring photography, acrylic and watercolour. His photographic work has been 
greatly influenced by 10 years of darkroom experience, and he also penned a series of articles on photography. 
 

The artist explores nude photography reinvented by new medias and observes the body in movement. 
 
15. JIM PATERSON         Self Portrait, As I Wasn’t          $600 F 
 

Jim Paterson was born in Alberta and graduated from the Alberta College of Art + Design. He lives and works as 
a graphic designer in Toronto. 
 

 “This portrait reflects my interest in repetition, pattern and colour.” 
 
16. LISA WALTER             Carrion Crow     $400 
 

Lisa Walter is an artist and educator, and has been the Visual Artist in Residence at Workman Arts since 2011.  
 

 “This piece is one of several works in which I explore the obscenity of vulnerability.” 
 
17. HANK BLONDEAU       Papal Nuncio: The Clobber Passages  $666 
 

Hank Blondeau is a former digital producer reborn as an artist who works in a variety of media to express his 
many interests. He lives and works in Toronto though his imagination takes him regularly to many other places. 
 

 “Through my work, I explore what the divides between past, present and future generations’ challenges mean 
to us as individuals, our society and to our collective future.” 
 
18. MAURICE VELLEKOOP        Dick of Death    $1300 
 

Maurice is an illustrator and cartoonist whose work has appeared in major magazines, advertising and his 
own books for over 25 years. ‘Dick of Death’ originally appeared in the book "Maurice Vellekoop's Pin-ups", 
published by Green Candy Press in 2009. 
 

 “My piece takes the idea of "hotness" to its logical extreme, depicting the Greek God Hades, raring to go on his 
throne in the Underworld.” 
 
19. JOHNNIE EISEN        Entanglement #14        $2700 
 

Johnnie Eisen has worked as a commercial/editorial/fine-art photographer and video artist for over 40 years. His 
imagery is in numerous private collections and that of the National Gallery of Canada. 
 

From the series "entanglement", which speaks to the paradox of our relentlessly pushing back nature (and the 
natural), while fully embracing its abstractions. 
 
20. PATRICK LIGHTHEART       Capt’n John              $600 
 

Patrick Lightheart is a digital artist and designer Living in Toronto, Canada. He specializes in photo-based digital 
art and mixed media. 
 

 “This mixed media piece is one of a kind and is an salute to the gay men in the Canadian armed forces, and to 
the service of my Father and Grandfather in both wars.” 


